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checkmated in Lombardy, In December he learnt that Rudolf's envoys
were demanding the oaths of allegiance not only from the Lombard cities
but also from Rornagna, according to ancient custom. The Pope, how-
ever, was determined to require the literal observance of the ancient
charters which secured Romagna to the Papacy, and he demanded at once
the renunciation of Romagna from the king. The answer never reached
him, for he died at Arezzo on 12 January 1276.

Two ephemeral Popes succeeded Gregory X. The Savoyard Inno-
cent V, who reigned from 21 January to 22 June 1276, did little save
refuse to sanction Charles'* Grecian war and to arrange a peace between
him and Genoa. The Genoese Hadrian V, who reigned from 11 July to
18 August, had only time to suspend Gregory's conclave decree, which
had worked havoc on the cardinals in the conclave at Rome which elected
him. Charles thus lost not only two favourable Popes but their and
others' votes in the next conclave. Accordingly, on 15 September 1276
Peter Juliani, a Portuguese cardinal, was elected at Viterbo as John XXL
He was a cheerful dilettante and left the conduct of affairs to the leading
moderate Guelf in the Sacred College, Cardinal John Gaetan Orsini.
Charles in vain urged the Pope to induce the rupture of the Union, which
might indeed be justified on account of its proved unreality. He only
obtained the Pope's sanction for his acquisition of the shadowy kingdom
of Jerusalem, now confined to Acre. Then John XXI, too, died sud-
denly on 20 May 1277. A prolonged struggle began in the conclave
between the moderate Guelfs and the pro-French party, in which the
moderate Guelfs won by the election on 25 November of Cardinal John
Gaetan as Nicholas III.

Like so many of the Popes of Roman birth, Nicholas possessed that
ruler's nature, statesmanlike, patient, and masterful, which seemed to
revive the ancient Roman spirit, His temperament was thoroughly
secular; he was splendour-loving and a great builder. His most patent
fault was nepotism, which led him easily to simony. Although special
favour to his own relatives was natural to a Pope when each cardinal
belonged to a political party and was prone to independent action, and
although Innocent IV and Gregory X had set him an example, Nicho-
las Ill's desire to exalt the Orsini went far beyond older limits and has
branded him as the introducer of a new disease in the Western Church.
It affected the schemes he inherited from Gregory X: the checking, yet
the compensation of, Charles of Sicily, the alliance with, yet the precau-
tions against, the King of the Romans, the neutral independent Papal
State. For these aims the clearsighted, nepotistic Pope struck out his plan
of the four kingdoms. Charles was to keep the Regno and be allied to
Rudolf, but was to be excluded from the rest of Italy and to receive the
kingdom of Aries for his grandson Charles Martel in exchange. Rudolf,
likewise, was to lose North Italy and Aries, but in return Germany and the
imperial title should be made hereditary in the Habsburgs. The king-